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by Trevor Leggott

When the Lord Jesus sat with His  
small group of disciples at that Last 
Supper and instituted what we now call 

the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, there was a 
threefold focus: Do this … in remembrance… 
until He comes.

That threefold focus needs to part of our ongoing 
Christian walk: Being obedient to the Lord in the 
present through prayer, Bible reading, participation 
in the life of His church and fellowshipping with His 
people. We must also remember to look back to the 
salvation that has been purchased for us through 
the sacrifice of Jesus and His giving of Himself for 
our sin. 

What a joy to know that our salvation has been 
purchased for us once and for all through the 
reality of that man Jesus some 2000 years ago, His 
work done and accomplished, and that our eternal 
destiny is secure in Him. We must also remember 
that the best is yet to come. Jesus has risen 

victorious over sin and death and is coming again. 
Sin and pain and suffering will be no more for all 
whose trust is in Him. What a great heritage we 
have as Christians and what a great future we have 
to look forward to. 

As a mission I think it is right for AIM to have a 
similar threefold focus: 

1. Getting on with the work in the present, 
supporting our workers as best we can as they 
minister the Gospel of Jesus with our Indigenous 
brothers and sisters in their communities across 
Australia. 

2. Respecting and honouring those who have 
laid the foundations before, those on whose 
shoulders the present personnel stand, now 
going back over 107 years. 

3. Living in the expectation of Christ’s return, 
giving us an urgency to use the resources 
that He has provided to best achieve the 
tasks we believe He has laid before us, 
and looking to the Holy Spirit to lead us in 
the ways we should go.

May we know God’s blessing as together 
we move into a New Year.

New Year, New Location, Same aim, 
Same AIM!

In October 2012 I put a submission to the 
AIM Council to consider relocating the 
AIM administration functions to the Taree 
area, a few hours north of Sydney. AIM had 
been offered the ongoing use of an historic 
church building at Tinonee by the local 
Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia. 
Pamela and I had decided to make a move 
while we were fit and able, to a small farm 
in the Manning Valley, and reconnect with a 
very supportive church fellowship at Taree 
that we have enjoyed for many years. 

Rob and Jenni Alley were also very keen 
about the prospect of moving back to 
their ‘home’ area, with Jenni having an 
opportunity to get part-time work in nursing 
and keeping up her accreditation.

Supporting the Present,  
Acknowledging the Past, 
Looking to the Future

Winmalee

Sydney

Taree

The ew AIM Office ➜
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AIM Seeking 
Mission Mobiliser
Function: To glorify God by 
mobilising individuals, groups and 
churches to partner with God in 
ministering the Gospel amongst 
Indigenous Australians by praying, 
giving, going and sending, with the 
long-term view of having increasing 
levels of prayer and financial 
support, and an increasing number 
of people ministering long-term.

Mobilisation: To build relationships 
with individuals that are exploring 
a call to mission, and to build 
partnerships with sending churches 
and other Christian groups, 
resulting in effective recruitment of 
an increasing number of quality and 
well-equipped and supported long-
term workers by:

1. Establishing contact with 
and following up individuals, 
churches, colleges and other 
groups who express interest 
in mission, providing relevant 
information and establishing a 
supportive relationship. 

2. Conduct initial interview with 
potential candidates, ensuring 
character and quality are 
consistent with AIM vision and 
values. Report outcomes to the 
General Director. 

3. Journeying with and supporting 
applicants and their sending 
churches through the AIM 
application and deputation 
process.

4. Assist the Mission Awareness 
Tour Facilitators in the follow-up 
and de-brief of tour participants 
and short-term workers, with 
a view to challenging them to 
consider longer-term involvement.

5. Seeking out opportunities to 
promote AIM through events 
at appropriate venue including 
churches, conferences and 
colleges.

6. Promote, develop and encourage 
regular and specific prayer for 
AIM ministries and workers.

Interested persons please 
contact AIM Office.

With modern 
communication 
technology many 
of the functions 
of the office are 
not dependant 
on being at a 
particular place. 
With internet, 
email and smart 
phones all we 
really need is a 
bank branch and 
a post office box! 

At the November meeting the AIM Council resolved that:

1. The administration functions of the AIM office be relocated 
to the Taree area, to be located in the Tinonee PCEA church 
building, and that this would be reviewed in two years.

2. That the house and flat at 366 Hawkesbury Road Winmalee be 
held for the use of AIM into the future and that it be leased in 
the interim for fair 
market value.

3. AIM would 
actively seek to 
recruit a Mission 
Mobilser for AIM 
to operate in the 
Sydney area.

Whilst the 
administrative 
functions will be 
relocated it was also 
acknowledged that 
the Mission lacked good representation in our major cities. We 
need to seek out suitably gifted and qualified Mission Mobilisers 
to share the needs and opportunities with the wider church 
communities in places like Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane.

Historic church building at Tinonee

Trevor and Pamela

The Alleys



Year 2012 had come and gone. This  
year for us had been a period of learning 
and discerning ways to begin a ministry 

in Humpty Doo. Looking back to where we were 
twelve months ago and where we are now, we 
recognize God’s grace and mercy along the way. 

Some of the best moments were the times when 
we had opportunities to get to know our Indigenous 
friends and listened as they shared their life stories. 
At times we found ourselves deeply touched by 
those stories and to some degree, overwhelmed by 
the brokenness in our world. Most times though, we 
are grateful that God has called us to take part in 
the work that He is doing here. 

Some snapshots from the past year:

Roni —As the care taker of the large AIM Humpty 
Doo property, there is always plenty of work for 
him to do. He works 4 days a week with a grounds 
maintenance company so as to financially support 
us. Even after that and then looking after the AIM 
property, Roni also finds time to take aboriginal 

A Reflection
young people fishing. He hopes that their talks 
during these times will encourage them to trust 
God and to persist in school. 

Yane — My role on the property is doing the 
onsite bookings for accommodation and keeping 
accounts of the income and expenditure. I have 
been reaching out to the Indigenous women of the 
area through a once a month cooking and sewing 
class. Slowly I have been finding opportunities to 
counsel some adults and youths, and have been 
teaching Sunday school at the local church. Some 
of my time has also been spent on doing an online 
Certificate IV course. 

Ryan and Edith — The children have done well 
as students in school which is very conveniently 
located right next door to this property! They have 
developed friendships with other children in the 
area, and enjoy going fishing with them. They also 
enjoyed taking part in the nativity play that I put 
together for the community Christmas party. 

2013…Hopes and Plans

We step into this new year with prayerful 
anticipation. We would love to be able to put our 
training and experience of theological teaching, 
Christian counselling, and community development 
into ministry use. One of the hindrances is our visa. 

2012…A Reflection
by Yane Damanik
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A Reflection
Our current visa conditions restrict us 
in several ways. Please pray that this 
year our application for a permanent 
residency will be granted so that we 
no longer have the current restrictions 
that are limiting our opportunities 
to be involved in aspects of ministry 
which we could apply ourselves to. 

As we seek to continue to serve the Lord 
Jesus Christ this year, we are mindful of 
God’s Word through 
the Apostle Paul, 
‘And whatever you 
do, work heartily, as 
for the Lord, and not 
for men.’ (Colossians 
3:23) and that of 
the Prophet Micah: 
‘He has shown all 
you people what 
is good.  And what 
does the Lord 
require of you? To 
act justly and to love 
mercy and to walk 
humbly with your 
God.’ (Micah 6:8)

2012…A Reflection
by Yane Damanik
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As we approach ANZAC Day we would like 
to especially remember our Aboriginal 
soldiers. It is estimated that at least 1000 

Aboriginal Australians enlisted during WWI while 
during WWII there were more than 3000 who 
served with many of them losing their lives.

A number of those who enlisted were from AIM 
centres. One of those was John Knox, a faithful 
Christian worker at Boggabilla NSW who had 
hoped to shepherd other Aboriginal men who had 
joined the forces. His faith in God was clearly 
expressed in all his letters home. Sadly, he was 
taken as a prisoner of war in Singapore and died 
of illness during that time. His wife remained 
strong in faith and faithful back at home. The day 
she received the news of his death she first went 
and took part as usual in the Christian Endeavour 
meeting. It wasn’t until the meeting was finished 
that she shared the news of her husband’s death. 
John was the father of Vivienne Knox, a well known 
and respected indigenous Christian particularly in 
the Brisbane area.

The most highly decorated Aboriginal soldier was 
Reg Saunders who served as a non-commissioned 
officer in 
Germany. 
At one point 
he faced 
the option 
of surrender 
to the 
Germans 
or taking 
to the hills 
to try and 
survive. He 
chose the 
latter and 
was helped 
by local 
villagers 
while hiding 
in a church, 
cupboards 
and drains 
during 12 
months of 
raids. After 
his survival 
he was 

Aboriginal 
Soldiers

commissioned to officer’s training in Australia and 
was soon promoted to Captain. He became the 
highest ranked indigenous serviceman in Australian 
history and was later appointed Member of the 
Order of the British Empire. It was reported that he 
was accepted unreservedly by the men who served 
with him. Mateship outranked race.

During these years Indigenous people were not 
classed as Australian citizens. They could not own 
property or vote, and the returned soldiers could 
not march in parades with the white men they had 
served alongside.

Thankfully things have changed today. They are 
proudly recognised along with all the others who 
served in the armed forces. Many places are 
especially noting and honouring Aboriginal soldiers. 
One such place is in St George Qld where a large 
monument sits on the banks of the river. One of the 
men remembered and honoured is Leonard Victor 
Waters originally from near Boomi where AIM 
workers used to minister.

He had signed up with the RAAF in 1942, 
training as a flight mechanic who could strip and 
reassemble Kittyhawk fighter engines. He later had 
the opportunity to train for the aircrew and came 
4th among the 148 students. Leonard was the only 
Aboriginal pilot to fly in WWII and served as Flight 
Sergeant in Western New Guinea. ‘Black Magic’ 
was painted on the nose of his Kittyhawk plane. 
Upon his death in 1993 he was buried with full 
military honours.



Thank You 
AIM extends their thanks to 
Soo Jin Kim for her service 
given through working at 
the office once a week 
over the past 3 years. Her 
help and support has been 
very much appreciated.

Return to Canteen 
Creek 
The community and 
church are thrilled to 
have Ben, Susannah and 
Mitchell Hollands back at 
the school after a 2 year 
study break. We thank God for Christians such as 
these who are willing to work in their professions 
in communities, often giving support and 
encouragement to the local church and workers. 
Please pray they will re-adjustment quickly and 
the new school staff will work well together.

Health 
Sue Letcher underwent the bone marrow transplant 
as planned in early November. This was followed 
by high fevers, a ‘super bug’ in the bladder, the 
ongoing viral and fungal infections, and adverse 
effects from some of the medications used to treat 
them.

Cliff shares: ‘Slowly the various blood counts have 
improved and just before Christmas Sue was able 
to leave hospital and we moved into a nearby 
flat. This allows her to be treated as an outpatient 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday and this takes 
anything from three to six hours. Apart from the 
clinic visit to the doctor the main purpose is to 
receive a drug only given through a drip that is to 
keep the fungal infection at bay until her immune 
system can deal with it. We would appreciate your 
prayer for this matter because if it takes off again it 
will mean hospitalisation. As of early January, the 
doctor was very pleased with her steady increase 
in white cells, platelets and red cells.

Together we have been reading the books of 1 
and 2 Peter and are reminded of the issues of 
continuing to live in this fallen world. The challenge 
is for us to live as God has called us to live despite 
the pressure and opposition that comes. There are 
even those who deliberately distort God’s Word 

for their own selfish ends. We are challenged to 
think clearly and strive for godliness and to do this 
together as God’s elect people. Thanks again for 
your prayers, cards, and many ways of showing 
love. We appreciate every contact and are so 
thankful for you all.’

Last year Richard Davies had to undergo a cardio-
version in Darwin to put his heart back into correct 
rhythm. Late in the year he was started on Warfarin 
to prepare him for yet another cardio-version but 
the levels became dangerously high and he was 
advised to leave Canteen Creek immediately to be 
near a hospital. He and Sue went to Darwin where 
he eventually had both the cardio-version and an 
angiogram. 

He shares: ‘My heart is now beating in almost 
perfect rhythm and my arteries are in great shape. 
The cause of the continuing tiredness is still to 
be determined.’ They are thankful for the prayer 
support throughout this time. Please continue 
to pray that his heart will stay in rhythm and 
that the Lord will heal whatever is causing the 
ongoing tiredness. 

Phil Stuart had shoulder surgery early in January. 
We are grateful to get the news that Cathy received 
the ‘all clear’ at her January check up following the 
removal of a melanoma last April. She did have 2 
suspect moles removed and will return to Adelaide 
in March for her next check up.

Deb McKerrell was expecting to have knee 
replacement surgery on 5th February after a bout 
of bronchitis caused it to be cancelled last year.

Newspots
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 New Aim Address 
AIM Office 
PO Box 126 
Taree NSW 2430

Email remains unchanged:  
aim@aimpa.com

For the moment the existing phone  
number will transfer: 
02 4754 3833



*The writers wish to remain anonymous. 

L 
ots of us aboriginal groups face a time when we have to go through sorry business. This is where we 
must take part in showing our respect and condolences to the family or tribe who has lost a loved one.

We had been Christians for a little while when we had a loss in our family. It was a very hard, frightening and 
emotional time. Someone who had married into our family died and they were from another tribe from far 
away. Everybody knew they had very strong law there.

We had to face payback or finish off and in aboriginal law this means that sometimes it could lead to a life or 
death situation. Our elders were worried for us because they knew from experience that we might not return 
home to our family and community. We had been receiving phone calls every hour, family from the other end 
telling us to leave straight away from our community. From the day we received those calls we immediately 
prayed and asked the Lord to protect and watch over us. 

We knew what was ahead of us and we were scared and really sad but we knew the Lord was with us in 
this situation from the beginning. We took two of our eldest children and one of the close relatives who could 
translate their language into English for us.

On the day we arrived at the sorry camp we had to pull over and wait at a river bed while one family member 
went ahead of us and asked the elders of the tribe what they were going to do with us. While we were waiting 
we were still praying and asking God to protect us and not to leave our side. We also asked God to make 
them understand that we were Christians and were innocent of the death, and that we were part of their 
family through the person we all lost.

Then the relative came back and told us the news. We were a bit worried and 
still scared, and at that moment we were feeling the pressure. But then 
he spoke to us with a calm voice and said ‘Everything’s okay, just 
go and shake hands because you mob are Christians’. From that 
moment we felt a relief.

After that we went over and started shaking hands. Then one 
of us had to stand up in front of the whole tribe and explain the 
situation of the loss because they all wanted to know the truth. 
They wanted to know if anything happened in a cultural way at 
our community but we explained that the death happened through 
alcohol.

After having the meeting with the tribe they asked us to stay for 
another week until the police and medical results came in and for 
other extended families from 5 other communities to arrive so we 
could apologise to them for the loss. Then they prepared a feast and we 
sat down with them all and ate.

Every time extended family arrived from another community we had to tell 
them that story of what happened. But they treated us like we were part of 
their tribe or more like guests of honour and didn’t treat us like outsiders. 
They prepared meals 3 times a day and served us with respect.

When they got the medical results and the police report the leaders came 
and told us that they knew for sure that we were telling the truth. They 
asked us to stay for another week for the funeral so we stayed and paid 
our respect and condolences. After that we went back home and all that 
time we never stopped praying and thanking God for all that He had 
done.

Looking back at this experience it shows that God has more power 
and control over anything even in aboriginal culture and law 
whether it is physical or spiritual.

These are the verses that we had in mind throughout our hard 
time. 1 Peter 5:7, Ephesians 6:10-17, Psalm 139, Proverbs 3:5-6

Please pray for all Aboriginal believers to remain strong and faithful through  
hard and testing times.

Trusting through Hard Times



Partnership Support With 
Australian Indigenous Ministries

Name:....................................................................

Address:.................................................................

......................................................... P/C................

Phone:....................................................................

I would like to join in 
partnership with AIM through:

 Prayer support by getting monthly topics.

 By Email at:...................................................... 

..........................................................................

 Subscribing to AIM magazine: $10 per annum.

 Making a one-off gift for AIM ministry.

 Giving regular financial support to AIM for 
provision of Gospel ministry to Indigenous 
Australians. 

 I would like to arrange for direct deposit 
of my support. Please contact me with 
details. 

 Giving regular financial support to a 
missionary by joining their support team

 Missionary’s Name:.........................................
  Monthly 

 Quarterly 
 Yearly

 Amount: $.......................

 Setting aside part of my estate as a legacy 
for the ministry of AIM. Please contact me.

 Please find my cheque or money order.

OR

 Please charge my credit card:
 Visa  Mastercard

Card Number: 

Expiry Date:........ / ........

Name on Card:......................................................

Signature:..............................................................

Please Post to: 
PO Box 126 
Taree NSW 2430

General Director: 
 Trevor (and Pamela) Leggott

Office Secretary: 
 Jenni (and Robert) Alley

Field Director:  
 Cliff (and Sue) Letcher 
 (on compassionate leave)

Acting Field Director:  
 Stephen (and Fiona) Bignall

AIM Office:   
 PO Box 126 
 Taree NSW 2430 
 Phone: 02 4754 3833 
 Email: aim@aimpa.com 
 www.aimpa.com

AIM Representatives: 
NT: Richard & Sue Davies 
 Canteen Creek NT 0831 
 Phone: 08 8964 1500

VIC: Merv and Elizabeth Topp 
 Jan Juc Vic 3228 
 Phone: 03 5261 4550

WA: Ian & Elaine Lindsay 
 Esperance WA 6450 
 Phone: 08 9072 0509

AIM Magazine Editor: 
 Rhonda Coats 
 3/33 Kurrajong Crescent 
 Nightcliff NT 0810

Assistant Editor: 
 Grace Wright 
 Camooweal Qld 4828

New Series Volume 49 No. 1

Designed & Printed by: 
 Springwood Printing Company 
 Phone: 02 4751 6119 
 Email: spc@springwoodprinting.com.au

Australian Indigenous Ministries

Subscription
The Aim magazine subscriptions are 

$10.00 a year (inclusive of GST). 
Please send to AIM Office.

The requested amount of $10 per year 
helps fund the printing and posting of 

this quarterly magazine.


