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This year’s Queensland Church Council Women’s 
Convention was held at Deception Bay and hosted 
by the ladies from Inala. Fane George and Lolou Rabai presented the messages on the theme of 

‘Hannah — A Woman of Prayer and Faith’. The meetings were led by Ruth Moffatt and Laurita Grundon 
provided the music.

Some of the Rockhampton ladies share the following from their time together.

Lesley Power:
The convention is a great time to embrace a wider picture of the Ladies’ ministry and to 
renew friendship. We thank God for the messages that were an encouragement to all. 
Some of the highlights of the weekend teaching for me were: 

God not only answered Hannah’s prayer for a child, He answered her prayer for comfort 
in her misery. God gave alleviation of grief in her disappointment and strength to face 
her situation. Scripture does not say that she went away sure she would have a child, but 
makes it clear that she went away comforted.

Hannah is not a woman of faith because she had a child. She is a woman of faith 
because she sought God when she was in her deepest distress. She realised only God 

could answer her questions and provide the consolation and purpose in life she so desperately sought.

God is willing and eager to meet our needs and give us His grace and comfort. No other person can render 
the relief, support, and encouragement that our God has waiting for us.

Cynthia Munns:
Ladies came from Sydney, Cherbourg, Palm Island, Woorabinda, Tennant Creek, 
Rockhampton, and Inala. The prayer meetings we had together to praise and thank our 
Lord were very encouraging and made us aware that we are one.

It was wonderful to look at how God worked and brought about His answer to Hannah’s 
prayer. A son was her reward for faith and believing. Hannah presented her son back to 
God for His answered prayer.

Saturday night we had a concert with every centre participating. Some had poems, others 
sang. The ladies from Tennant blessed us with a song in their language and showed a 
painting about what they had sung.

We give thanks for those who looked after us with all the lovely meals, and ask God to continue His blessing 
upon each one who attended the convention.

Jandalyn Mitchell:
We were challenged to hear it is one thing to read about prayer, talk about it, dream about 
being a woman of prayer, but it was another thing to actually pray! We were challenged 
to get committed, get a prayer book and see what God has done and is doing in and 
through our prayer life.

God wants us to come to Him and cast our burdens down — to take control of our 
problems and worries by giving them to Him.

One of the highlights for me was when the ladies split into groups and had to make 
poems and choruses from the answers given in our question and answer time. We have 
so many talented people! The other highlight was to see the wives of all our pastors 
together.

Women’s
C O N V e N T I O N

Lolou Ruth Laurita
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each year the Lake Nash Church organises a 
study weekend for the June long weekend. 
It has always been a time for serious study 

of the Word of God. This year, due to the number 
of new Christians along the Sandover Highway, 
the leaders decided it would be good to have 
the studies on the Christian life. This topic was 
decided on about a week and a half before the long 
weekend, so you can imagine I was a little busy 
preparing for the nine messages during that time!

As the church leaders had already been giving 
studies for new Christians, I decided it might be 
better to do some teaching on foundational Bible 
doctrines that will help all Christians as they walk in 
the ways of the Lord. 

We covered a range of topics starting with God 
being the Boss of all things (God’s sovereignty over 
His creation) and how Christians belong to God, 
are very special to Him and are safe in His hands. 
We also talked about temptation and sin in the life 
of a believer and touched on the importance of 
God’s church for His people and the two Christian 
ceremonies of baptism and the Lord’s Supper.

Sandover  
Region 

Study Weekend

I gave each message in English and the church 
leaders took it in turns summarizing in the local 
language, Alyawarr. It was a real privilege to share 
God’s Word with around a hundred people at 
each meeting from various communities along the 
Sandover Highway NT. 

In God’s providence the studies were very timely 
as the churches in this area are experiencing 
something of a revival. People were hungry for 
the Word of God and it was such a blessing 
seeing people copying down the verses after each 
message so they could look them up again later 
on. 

Please pray for the leaders as they seek to 
disciple the new Christians and that God’s 
Church will continue to grow and develop.

by Jono Wright — Camooweal



WrightOutback 
with the Wrights

each dry season 
Jono, Grace and 
family head off 

several times travelling 
to remote communities 
along the Plenty 
Highway. The family 
had a trip sharing 
God’s Word during 
the recent school 
holidays. Please pray 
for people living in 
communities like 
these, that God will 
enable them to trust 
in Him and to grow 
and flourish in their 
faith.

a hitchhiker or dinner

‘Let the children come’

friends along the way

bookshop

Grace, Manoah, elijah, Jono and Tjanara 
Thankfully this is NOT their vehicle!
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collecting firewood

waiting for the meeting to start

Reflecting before breaking camp

teaching  
the Word

friends
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Phil, Cathy and Joshua Stuart have been in 
Alice Springs for over 3 years now. They 
share with us some of the changes in 

ministry that have taken place there in recent times.

Previously you shared that 2 hours were spent 
each Sunday morning picking up people for 
church and then the same for the return trip. Is 
that still happening? 

For two years we did this. We put a limit on 2 hours 
otherwise we would be driving much longer picking 
people up. To go any longer was unfair on those 
you picked up first who would be waiting at the 
church for hours.

After discussions with Head Office, we ended the 
bus run by mid 2011. Financially it was crippling 
the church. The bus had a lot of fuel and running 
costs and there was very little money coming into 
the offering. It was hurtful to see more money being 
spent at the nearby shops than was going into the 
offering. 

At times we wondered if going to church was just 
for a bus trip to town. Now with no bus, nearly all 
those who used to come no longer do. It seems the 
desire to worship God and learn from His Word just 
isn’t there right now. 

The drop in numbers is not due to the fact that they 
cannot get to church, because our pastoral visits 
have to be done in town as the people are there 
rather than at home. Also they can get out bush 
as often as they desire. When we had the bus run 
people from half a km away would ask to be picked 
up for church, but would walk kms to town for other 
things. It is a difficult cycle of dependence to break.

As we are now small in number when Yirara 
students are not with us, we hold church outside 
around a fire in a more culturally appropriate way. 
This allows for more interaction from those who do 
come. We have found that church is now far more 
positive and meaningful instead of a means to an 
end.

How many students attend from Yirara 
boarding school and where are they from?

We continue to have 50–70 students from Yirara 
coming to church.  The students are from towns 
and communities that have AIM influence such as 
Binjari (near Katherine), Robinson River, Tennant 
Creek, and Elliott.

Has the Bible study at Amoonguna continued?

At one stage we had two Bible studies there on 
different days due to dialysis, but one family lost 
interest and then we were down to one. There was 
never much interaction at the study and we found 
that really frustrating. At present there are no Bible 
studies. There doesn’t seem to be a desire right 
now to study God’s Word. 

Tell us about your change of location there in 
Alice Springs.

Alice Springs has gone downhill a lot in recent 
years. Living across the road from one of the bigger 
grog shops has not helped. The alcohol fuelled 
violence and bad behaviour outside our fence was 
really disturbing and affecting us in a bad way. 
Many nights we would go to sleep to yelling and 
fighting. At night our dogs would chase people off 
who were up to no good and alerted us to the many 
attempted break-ins at the nearby shops. We had 
to move or we would be in no condition to stay in 
this ministry.

We now live in our own place in a much safer and 
quieter part of town. For 20 years we have done 
renovations for others. Finally, we are doing our 
own! It is so nice to sleep solidly through the night 
again.

How do you spend your time now?  

Things have changed here — a lot. Until we have 
Christians who want to meet together as God’s 
family we will continue to do more of an outreach 
ministry in town. We keep the church going for 

challenges & changes in

Alice 



visitors, Yirara students, and for those who make 
their own way to church. We also continue to do 
hospital chaplaincy.

 We work at the train station two days a week 
servicing the Ghan and its’ passengers. This has 
been a life saver and has actually kept us in the 
ministry. We now run the station and this enables 
us to chose who we employ. We have teamed up 
with the Karen Sheldon Training and Development 
Program. They help Aboriginal people get into 
the work force. This gives them a ‘hand up’ which 
empowers them, unlike a ‘hand out’ which in the 
long run destroys them. At present a quarter of our 
team are Aboriginal.

How can we pray? 

Please pray that the Aboriginal Christians will 
awaken from their spiritual apathy and have 
a hunger for God’s word and a desire to obey 
Him or be truly converted.
For us, please pray for patience, wisdom, and 
perseverance. Josh will finish year 11 this year 
and is enjoying his chosen subjects. It has 
been a challenging year, but he is doing his 
best. 
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Home 
Call
Our sympathy is 

extended to the 
family and friends of 

Lorraine (Carten) King who 
went to be with the Lord on 
9th June. 

It was in 1941 that she became a student at the 
AIM Training College at Pindimar NSW. She was 
then accepted into the work of AIM and her first 
assignment was to Woorabinda in 1944. 

At that time missionaries could not live on the 
settlement and so travelled in from a nearby 

station. They war was on and she always recalled 
with much gratitude the kindness and generosity 
shown by the American soldiers. When the horse 
the missionaries were using to pull their sulky could 
no longer do the job, the soldiers collected money 
and bought them a replacement horse.  

Lorraine also served on Palm Island, Delissaville 
(now Belyuen NT), and later was at the Retta Dixon 
Home. After some time there, she left to do nursing 
training.

For many years she was a faithful member of the 
Brisbane Ladies Auxiliary and showed great love 
and encouragement towards the missionaries. She 
made several trips to the Holy Land and always 
found it a great thrill to walk where her Lord had 
walked. We give thanks to Him for her witness and 
service over the years.

Laurie Munns of Mt Isa (formerly from Woorabinda) went to be with Christ in early July. He had been a 
faithful and consistent witness of the Lord over the years and was well known and loved by many within the 
AIM family. Our love and sympathy is extended to his wife Elvina and the rest of the family.



Often people in Borroloola would ask me, 
‘How are Mr and Mrs Pattemore?’ ‘Are they 
ever going to come home to see us again?’ 

Plans were made, and with the help of their son 
Robbie’s wife Jessie (daughter of Dick and Ruth 
Stretton) and son David, Merv and Lelean returned 
‘home’ to Borroloola for a weekend in May. It was 
a trip home for Jessie too as her parents went 
there as missionaries when she was a baby. She 
attended school with some who are in the church 
today. 

The Pattemores were not arriving until after dark 
but some couldn’t wait until the next morning. They 
sat anxiously at the church and the excitement 
overflowed when the vehicle finally pulled in. There 
were smiles, hugs, and tears and some kept gently 
touching them as if making sure they were really 
there!

Throughout the weekend folk came one or two 
at a time. This provided them the opportunity to 
have personal time with the Pattemores. Each 
one enjoyed going through the photo albums, and 
showing them to their children and grandchildren. 

And each one who came was challenged afresh 
about following the Lord Jesus.

At the meetings they were impressed as Mr 
Pattemore sang all the songs without the use of 
the songbook — and could sing louder than those 
using the microphone! When he shared from the 
pulpit on Sunday morning no one would have 
guessed he had just celebrated his 90th birthday! 
Numerous scriptures were quoted, some stories 
recalled, and God’s truth was clearly proclaimed by 
him again. 

Merv shares: What a change! So hard to 
recognise the place! Yes, we arrived initially June 
23, 1953 — where at that time I traversed the bush 
land in search of wallabies for our food. Now — 
paved streets, well constructed dwellings, power 
poles all make it a regular little township. 

The mission facilities are in the same location but 
so different. The people are the same wonderful 
friendly folk though in general a later generation. 
We did renew old acquaintances who received us 
so warmly, lovingly and with treasured memories of 
those days long gone. 

back to 

Borroloola
by Rhonda Coats
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Lelean shares: Borroloola has always had a 
special place in our hearts and prayers. We didn’t 
expect to have another trip back. But on May 11th 
we set out and arrived at Borroloola about 8pm. To 
our delight there was a group of people including 
Rhonda Coats waiting for us to arrive. What a 
welcome! It was so wonderful to be there. 

Of course lots of faces were missing. Dear ones 
who had gone to be with the Lord who had 
faithfully served Him. Some of the pupils Merv had 
taught in school were there with their children, 
grand children — even great grandchildren. Yes, 
it’s been a long time! 

It was especially good to meet up with church 
leaders Vincent, Muldoon, and Miriam and to hear 
Vincent clearly presenting the Word of God. It was 
wonderful to enjoy their hospitality and johnny 
cakes, but especially the singing and those who 
testified to what God was doing in their lives. All 
too quickly the time was gone and we were on our 
way back to Darwin — rejoicing in God’s goodness 
and the kindness of those who made it possible. 

Recent former workers to Borroloola Dennis and 
Glenys Tranter 
made a trip 
back there 
too. They 
spent several 
weeks there in 
June/July and 
were happy 
to find strong 
relationships 
remain with the 
people there. 
They enjoyed 
Bible study with 
the Christians 
every night.
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Lelean with Amy Friday

Miriam, Jessie, Jeanette

Merv and Vincent

Johnny, Muldoon, Merv, Vincent, David



by Jenni Alley

‘What do you and the family reckon 
about looking after this place while 
we’re away next year?’ Richard Davies 

just let this one drop one day whilst Rob was at 
Canteen Creek with a Mission Awareness Tour 
in late 2011. Rob didn’t say much then except 
to return home and mention it to me. Things 
progressed behind the scenes and soon, we found 
ourselves packing to spend 3 months away from 
home and about 2 ½ months in Canteen Creek, a 
community situated amidst the beautiful landscape 
of hills, grasses, plants, flowers, animals and rich 
red dirt.

We left in mid-March and travelled quickly to 
Tennant Creek where we spent a short time with 
Richard & Sue, hearing the run-down of what we 
needed to know. We took in a fraction of what was 
told to us! We then travelled to Canteen Creek 
to settle ourselves in. We received such a warm 
welcome from the church mob and quickly felt 
excited and at home. While there we were part of 
the normal happenings. We helped with church 
on Sunday and Wednesday and Sunday night at 
Epenarra (about 60km away); Bible study; Religious 
Education (RE) at the school on Wednesday and 
Thursday and the opening of the art centre on 
Tuesday and Friday. 

Only four days after arriving, we headed back to 
Tennant Creek to pick up (yes, you guessed it) a 
mission group from the Sydney Missionary Bible 
College! We accompanied them back to Canteen 

Creek where 
they stayed 
and ministered 
for 10 days, 
taking part in 
the normal 
weekly 
program as 
well as an after school kids program. It was a 
pleasure to get to know this mob, albeit unusual 
to be on the other side of the fence in regards to 
short-term groups! The church mob said a few 
times how blessed they were to have the group 
visit. It was a pleasure for us to see that despite 
our concerns about the ramifications of visiting with 
groups, it seems to be such an encouragement to 
the local Christians.

As mentioned, we probably only took in a fraction 
of what we needed to before we arrived. This, 
however, meant that we could lean on the local 
Christians to help us work things out, and this they 
did do! Quite often, one of the ladies would sidle 
up to me and gently mention in the conversation 
something that needed to be done or something 
that had been forgotten. What a blessing it was that 
she could speak up!

On Mission Awareness Tours, we normally only 
spend a short time in communities and so we 
have invariably only experienced relationships with 
locals for a very short time. Additionally, the AIM 
workers shape our experiences as they help us 

understand cultural 
differences and a 
picture of the ministry 
there. This has 
always been a huge 
blessing to us and 
was undeniably a big 
part of us being able 
to settle in the way we 
did.

This said, it was a 
pleasure for us to 
finally get to know the 
people and culture for 
ourselves and get a bit 
of insight into the joys 
and frustrations of 
ministry in a location 
such as this. We loved 
the pace of Canteen 

Canteen Creek Experience
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Creek and being able to just ‘be’ instead of feeling the 
need to drive things along. We really miss the mob there 
since returning to the Blue Mountains.

Our kids enjoyed our time there very much. There are 
really special things about being in a place such as this 
for children. Miriam and Katie played with the local kids 
as much as they could. They loved coming along to RE 
and learning the story for that week — they spoke about 
Lazarus dying for weeks! We also loved getting to know 
some of the kids there and spending time telling them 
about the Good News. Isaac grew up a lot and became 
apt at crawling and grew himself a few teeth!

Overall, this was an experience we will never forget. It 
was such a privilege and blessing to encourage and be 
encouraged by this group of faithful believers. We prayed 
with this small group of about six every week that the 
whole community would be transformed by the work of 
the Holy Spirit and that they would respond to the gospel. 
The ladies in particular spurred us on personally in our 
relationships with God by their love for each other and the 
Lord just like Eunice and Lois from 2 Timothy which we 
studied each week at Bible study. We are so grateful to 
Richard & Sue for giving us this opportunity. We know that 
it has helped us in so many ways. We pray that God is 
glorified and that His name will be great in this place.
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Richard and Sue Davies report:
Since Easter there has been a real move of God’s Spirit 
through many Alyawarr communities. Between Alley’s 
departure and our return to Canteen Creek, many people 
here started responding to His promptings and ‘changed 
their lives’. Men have started coming to church, Bible 
study and to learn guitar. They have organised sing-a-
longs some nights. Women have offered to help with 
RE, they worry more about the children’s safety, and 
have talked about going to the school to pray before 
classes begin. Children have asked Jesus into their lives. 
One boy noticed a great change in his mother’s life and 
commented that he wanted ‘what his mum has’. All our 
Bibles have sold. Such exciting times to be in!

It is early days 
for many as they 
begin to grow in their faith, and stand against opposition. Rejoice with 
us, but please also pray with us, that the witness of the new believers 
would challenge many more to seek God, and a strong church will 
grow in this community.

Ladies have offered to come help with RE classes, before we get 
there the bell has been rung and fires lit for evening service, there are 
many more people than seats at church, and men are at Bible study 
and church at last! Among the women is a concern for the children, 
a suggestion for a prayer time for kids before school, and a desire to 
run activities during the holidays so they don’t get into mischief. 

Thank you to all who have prayed for this community over many 
years. It’s time to rejoice! Please keep praying — there is more to 
be done and it is early days for many as they begin this new life.
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Birthday 
Though she requires full time care, Ethel Caddy 
has had some improvement to her health. She 
celebrated her 90th birthday on 23 July and we 
extend our best wishes and congratulations to her. 

Health 
Sue Letcher has faced a number of health setbacks 
in recent months through various infections. 
This has resulted in the delay of the previously 
scheduled bone marrow transplant. Please pray 
as the transplant is dependent on her being 
infection free. Pray also for God’s guidance 
upon the medical staff and uphold both Sue 
and Cliff as they journey through this draining 
roller coaster experience.

Pray for Stan Werner who has a return of cancer 
and the oncologist says there is nothing he can 
do. His health continues to be up and down and 
some days he has much pain. Stan is claiming the 
promise God has given him for this time — ‘My 
grace is sufficient for you.’ Please pray that it will be 
so for both he and Sharyn. 

In April Cathy Stuart had what was a stage 3 
melanoma (non sun related) removed immediately 
but was given only a 30% chance of survival. Much 
prayer was offered by many on her behalf. During 
a trip to an Adelaide hospital further tests and 
another surgery took place which brought about an 
amazingly good result. And follow up tests continue 
to show no runaway cancer cells in her body. 

Cathy shares: ‘Right from the beginning I was 
as always in God’s hands. I have always been 
confident that God knows what is best for me 
and I was and am happy to walk whatever path 
He puts me on. It was scary thinking I might die 
soon but I did not once wonder why me. I used 
this as an opportunity to witness and saw amazing 
results which brought me much joy during these 
hard times. Now we continue to live with a new 
appreciation for life.’

Kriol DVD 
It has taken a long time and a lot of hard work 
to see a major project completed. A number of 
Kriol speakers worked together to put the ‘Jesus’ 
film (renamed ‘Luk’ as it is taken entirely from the 
Gospel of Luke) into the Kriol language. Anita 
Painter (pictured on front) along with another lady 
spent 5 weeks recording through the narration 
alone for the DVD, while others recorded the 
various other parts of the translated script. The 
DVD was officially launched at the Katherine 
Convention in May.

Ministry Moves 
For several years Jeremy and Denise Moss have 
served in office admin and property caretaking 
at the AEF Bimbadeen Training Centre. They left 
there at the end of June to take up the challenging 
role of house-parents at the Woolaning Homeland 
Christian School located near Batchelor NT. Pray 
for them as they fit into this new role.

Sean, Clarice, Tirali and Lydon Wagenaar have 
returned home to Perth from Tennant Creek to give 
support to Clarice’s family.

Newspots

Rockhampton 
AIM Church

is seeking a Bible College trained Pastor with 
cross cultural experience.

The Pastor and Church come under the 
guidance of the Church Council Chairman.

Anyone qualified and interested  
please contact:  

AIM Church  
PO Box 5396 Red Hill Qld 4701
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details. 

 Giving regular financial support to a 
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 Yearly

 Amount: $.......................

 Setting aside part of my estate as a legacy 
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 Visa  Mastercard
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Name on Card:......................................................

Signature:..............................................................
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