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Chairman’s Annual Report
June 2013 by John Keane — Council Chairman

In the first chapter of Mark’s Gospel, verses 
30 and 31 we read the story of the healing of 
Peter’s mother-in-law. There are significant 

faith lessons for us involved in ministry to take 
note of here.

1) Verse 30 — ‘they told Jesus’. Prayer is a 
vital part of our ministry. It ought always to 
be our first response and not our last resort. 
Each month the office issues Prayer Notes 
and these are updated during the month as 
prayer needs come through to the office. 
Our field workers send out prayer letters 
which keep us informed of matters that need 
our prayer support. AIM has always been 
focussed on the need to pray about every 
aspect of our work. ‘They told Jesus’.

2) Verse 31 — ‘He went to her’. Telling Jesus 
resulted in action. God works in response to 
our prayers. It may not be in the time frame 
or in the way we would like — but act He 
will! Much prayer over many years has seen 
revival at Canteen Creek, Lake Nash and 
areas on the Sandover this year. We praise 
God for this. Let’s keep on praying that the 
revival will continue to spread and that those 
who have come to faith in Christ will go on to 
grow in Him and to be discipled for Him.

3) Verse 31 — ‘and she ministered unto them’. 
Prayer resulted in action and action resulted 
in ministry. AIM has always used every 
means at our disposal to lead our Indigenous 
people to Christ and then to encourage them 
to grow in their faith and to teach and train 
them so that they can effectively minister to 
their own people. The NKJ version says ‘she 
began to serve them’. Our love for Jesus 
and thankfulness for all He’s done ought to 
motivate us to serve Him.

We praise God for our faithful team of 
missionaries, team partners, indigenous pastors 
and local Christians who minister sacrificially to 
the indigenous people in our AIM centres and 
outreach into surrounding areas. It has been 
good to welcome Ike and Ilene Gordon (Walgett), 
Paul and Amanda Thompson (Gilgandra) and 
Neil and Wilma Robinson (Moree) into the AIM 
family as TEAM Partners in past months.

As a Council, we have continued to work 
together well as a team throughout the year. It 
was good to welcome Neil Bootes as a member. 
We are grateful for the hospitality of Neil and 
Anne in making their home available for the 
monthly meetings as well as the February full 
Council meetings.

It was good for me to travel with Trevor Leggott, 
meeting up with Richard Davies at Alice Springs 
earlier this year to spend time with Phil and 
Cathy Stuart.  I also travelled with Trevor and 
Stephen Bignall to Cherbourg, Woorabinda, 
Rockhampton and Palm Island. To sit with the 
people in these centres and discuss the ministry, 
encourage and be encouraged and to pray with 
them was a real blessing to me. 

The mission office has now moved to Tinonee, 
Trevor and Pamela to Wherrol Flat and Rob 
and Jenny Alley to Taree. Thanks go to Trevor 
and Jenny for their faithful ministry through the 
administration of the mission. We continue to 
pray for Sue and Cliff Letcher in this time of 
Sue’s illness and praise God for the improvement 
in her health. It was good to conclude 2012 with 
a fellowship dinner at the home of Arthur and 
Betty Nicolson. We were so thankful for their 
hospitality.

In closing, we once again look back over the past 
year with gratitude for the way our faithful Lord 
has led and guided us. We look forward to the 
opportunities and challenges the Lord will place 
before us in the year ahead. 



Filling their Minds by Elizabeth Ham 
 (former worker)

Dedications in Rocky

The night was dark, and the road was yet long. 
Sunny Curtis and family had hoped to get 
home to Tennant Creek, but realised they 

would have to ‘make camp’ and get some sleep. A 
gravel pit beside the road looked a perfect place to 
stop.

There were settling down to sleep when someone 
said, ‘isn’t this where that bloke was murdered?’ Oh 
no! The stories of that event and other fear-evoking 
stories were being told in the darkness while the 
moonlight shadows danced on the ground. The 
more they talked, the more everyone was sure that it 
was the place someone was murdered. The children 
were soon crying with fear — sleep was forgotten!

Finally Sunny addressed his family. ‘We know the 
sad thing that happened here. But WHO is with us 
here now? JESUS is here. He is always with us! 
We do not have to be afraid of those things and 
those stories of before. Let’s sing some Christian 
songs!’ And sing they did — and they prayed. Soon 
they all went to sleep peacefully and without fear. 
What a victory!

How true it is — ‘God has not given us a spirit of 
fear’.

Another time … another culture, but the same great 
God …

My mother was born in Australia though her 
family emigrated from Scotland 100 years ago. 

They made sure that she knew the stories and 
the superstitions of her Scottish heritage. As a 
Christian, Mum didn’t believe in the ‘good luck/
bad luck’ superstitions and worldview. However, 
she said that the stories so often came back to her 
mind, and she had to deal with the fears that they 
kept bringing.

Mum made the decision before the Lord that she 
would NOT tell those taboos to her children — 
and she never did. We are very thankful for her 
choice not to fill our minds with those things. Her 
choice not to put it into our minds has kept us from 
suffering the fear they can create, which could lead 
us to wrong decisions and actions as Christians.

God’s Word to parents of ALL cultures is in 
Deuteronomy 6:6-7 following the Lord’s command 
to respect Him and obey His teachings. ‘These 
commandments that I give you today are to be 
upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. 
Talk about them when you sit at home and when 
you walk along the road, when you lie down, and 
when you get up.’

Please pray that Aboriginal Christians will 
be careful about what they fill the minds and 
thoughts of their children with. Pray that they 
will seek God’s guidance and wisdom about 
what should and should not be passed on 
from the old stories and old ways. Pray for 
courage and strength to be obedient to the 
ways of the Lord.

Mother’s Day was extra special at the Rockhampton Church this 
year. Eleven children were dedicated to the Lord in a service led 
by David Chambers. Church member Patti Conlon (mother-in-law 

of David) is the grandmother of all the children dedicated. The special day 
continued with a fellowship lunch enjoyed by all after the service.
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Qld
Visit

by John Keane — Council Chairman

It was with a sense of real anticipation that I 
climbed into Trevor’s car to begin our Field 
Trip to Queensland. We were to meet up 

with Stephen Bignall at Cherbourg. I had visited 
Woorabinda but I had never visited the legendary 
AIM centres of Cherbourg or Palm Island. The 
purpose of our trip was to provide pastoral 
support, encouragement and fellowship with our 
workers as well as seeing first hand the ministry 
in these centres.

We arrived at Cherbourg early on Sunday 
morning. As I entered the church I was taken 
by the sign ‘Jesus Loves Cherbourg’ — how 
true! Church leader Steven Hart led the service 
and the ladies sang several items. We enjoyed 
a good time of fellowship with the Cherbourg 
folk after the service. Everybody was highly 
supportive of the ministry of Willie and Christine 
Moses and of the youth ministry led by Retta 
Moses. Chairman of the AIM Church Council 
Apenisa Rabai joined us from Brisbane and it 
was good to meet up with him again.

Stephen, Trevor and I then headed for 
Woorabinda. It was great to meet up with Martin 
and Rose Ebel again. Also at the meeting was 
Francisco de Souza, Director for Missionary 
Personnel from their supporting mission, 
Fellowship International Mission. They outlined 
their program along with the encouraging and 
discouraging aspects of the ministry. We then 
went to the freshly painted church. Inside the 
sign with the AIM motto caught my eye — ‘Our 
God is Able’ — how true! The Sunday school 

building, however, had just been vandalized. 
The security door had been smashed in, paint 
scattered and papers strewn everywhere. There 
is always the positive and the discouraging 
aspects of our ministry, but we praise God for 
the dedication and commitment of this couple to 
minister in Woorabinda. 

We spent the night at Rockhampton, enjoying 
a birthday dinner with David Chambers. The 
next morning we visited Bill and Lesley Power at 
Emu Park and enjoyed fellowship with this dear 
couple. Bill was looking forward to turning ‘80 
years young’ as he put it. We enjoyed fellowship 
over lunch with Sharon Werner at North 
Rockhampton. The day before had been her 
birthday — her first without Stan. 

Then it was on to Palm Island. Stephen and 
I were impressed by the beauty and the 
friendliness of the people. Pastor Emmanuel 
Fave gave us a mini tour of the island. We visited 
the AIM church and saw the hall that had been 
renovated by Neil Bootes and his team. Services 
are now held in the renovated hall since the 
church was condemned due to cyclone damage. 
We enjoyed lunch, fellowship, and discussion 
with Pastor Emmanuel and Agnes at the mission 
house.

That evening we enjoyed dinner (including 
locally caught fish) and good fellowship with 
the church leadership. The people talked about 
many positive aspects of the ministry and their 
vision for the future. We were impressed by their 



enthusiasm. We moved 
inside the hall and stood 
around the pulpit to sing 
‘We’re together again 
just praising the Lord — 
something good is going 
to happen’. That is indeed 
our prayer for Palm Island.

We returned to Cherbourg 
and met with   Moses 
family over dinner. They 
told of how the ministry 
is growing and Retta 
showed some videos 
of the methods being 
used to reach the young 
for Christ. This family is 
united in reaching the 
indigenous people of 
Cherbourg for the Lord. 
We left with a good feeling 
of what the Lord is doing 
in this place.

Our last breakfast 
together was at Murgon 
under a mural painted by 
Max Conlon — a fitting 
place to conclude our trip 
and to have our last time 
of prayer together. 

It was so good to meet 
with all of these folk 
and commit each one 
and their ministry to 
the Lord. Personal visits to the field, though 
costly with regard to finances, are vital for the 
work of AIM. It is so important to see first hand 
what is happening there, to listen to and speak 
with our workers and the church leaders ‘on 
their own turf’, and to provide pastoral support, 
encouragement and fellowship in person rather 
than from afar — and, I might add, to return 
having been encouraged ourselves and been 
inspired by the dedication and commitment of our 
people in these centres.

with the Moses family

with the Ebels

Palm Island leaders

with Bill & Lesley Power
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a Turning 

of the Tide
by Richard and Sue Davies

In the last issue of the magazine we shared 
the joy of seeing 3 new believers baptised in 
a horse-trough due to the lack of any other 

water source. Around that same time we could 
have shared some other encouraging things 
such as: 

• the group who waited all morning at the shop to 
ask an older couple if they could come to their 
camp and talk to them about Jesus 

• the young mum who worries about the youth 
enough to run film nights 

• the football team who prays before they play 
• the assistant teachers who pray at the morning 
school muster 

But one weekend can change so much …

The annual ‘Lightning Football Carnival’ was 
held over the May Day weekend in Tennant 
Creek. It is a huge event to which communities 
from all around in the Barkly region enter teams 
— including Canteen Creek. Two funerals were 
also held in the days leading up to the weekend, 
adding enormous pressure for people to be in 
town. 

We watched with amazement the absolute 
passion, determination and excitement with 
which everyone managed to get a lift into town. 
With the community virtually emptied of people, 
hungry dogs, wild donkeys, horses and (3) bulls 
all had a free run in their desperate search for 
water and food.

What should have been an exciting long 
weekend of football turned into an opportunity 
to fight and long-held resentments were re-
ignited. It became the stumbling block for many 
... a reason to turn back to alcohol, payback and 
gambling. 

And the longer people stayed in town, the more 
difficult it was for them to get home. Children 
were not always sent to school in Tennant 
Creek, so became used to lots of freedom. The 
community was quiet and empty.

Slowly in early June families returned to Canteen 
Creek as they were able. Others have found life in 
town more ‘exciting’, and will be there a while yet.

As people return to the community, it has been 
encouraging to hear how for some, the Lord has 
forgiven, restored and strengthened their faith. 
For them there is a definite desire to put the past 
behind. 

For us it has been a sad and challenging time 
too, hearing the regular reports from town, and 
not knowing who would remain faithful. We miss 
the sounds of the band and singers at night, the 
vibrancy of a self-running church, seeing people 
take on responsibilities.

So it is a case of the tide of revival washing 
through, and pulling out. 

However, there are definitely those who have 
remained strong, and we are glad to be able to 
support them. Since the revival began, we had 
felt a little as though we were living on a run-
away train, and wondered when it would stop. 
Well, I guess for here it has, but the church after 
revival will be stronger than before.

We continue to travel over to Epenarra most 
Sunday nights for church, and are encouraged 
by that faithful group.

This has been difficult to write after a season of 
such great excitement. As you can understand, 
it has been a time of grieving for what has been 
and what the future could have looked like.

Please pray for strong lasting fruit from the 
Spirit’s work among the people of Canteen 
Creek, and for a deep understanding of 
God’s ongoing love and forgiveness to all. 
Pray for strength, wisdom, and grace to be 
extended abundantly upon Richard and Sue, 
and to those who are continuing to walk with 
Jesus there. 
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Queensland Church Council 

Women’s Convention 2013
by Sister Agnes Fave

This year the Women’s 
Convention was hosted 
by the A.I.M Palm Island 

Church. It was held from 3rd 
to 5th May at the Seventh Day 
Adventist Riverside Convention 
Centre in Townsville. Our theme 
for the weekend gathering was 
‘Next Generation’ taken from the 
book of Esther 4:14b … ‘And who 
knows but you have been called 
to royal position for such a time 
as this?’

There was such excitement as women arrived at 
the convention centre. Lolou Rabai and Aunty Ruth 
Moffatt from Inala and Lesley Power and Cynthia 
Munns from Rockhampton A.I.M churches were 
represented. We missed the sisters from the other 
centres. We hope to see them all next year.

Highlights of the meeting were the study of the life 
of Esther. I was challenged through her character, 

preparation, persistence to eventually become the 
restorer of her people the Jews. Sister Josephine 
Geia gave the introduction of the book of Esther 
and the challenges. Reflections on the studies 
were encouraging.

‘Bring and Buy’ is an event where all the ladies 
bring donations of handcrafts, clothes and anything 
for sale. The money made from this helps to 
finance the running of the next convention. 

Newspots

Change Of Address 

Former Director Rev Ed Long continues to receive 
a high level of daily care at the Donald Coburn 
Centre. Earlier this year his wife Betty moved into 
the same retirement village, though in a different 
building where she receives a low level of care. 
She is busy reaching out, distributing Ed’s booklets, 
and encouraging those who need the love of Christ.

Her new contact details are: 
Room 262 Brian King Gardens 
Anglican Retirement Village 
Hilliard Drive 
Castle Hill, NSW 2154 
Phone: 02 9634 8191

Health 

Tennant Creek leader Geoff Shannon underwent 
open heart surgery in Adelaide in June. He 
developed pneumonia and had a return trip to 

Adelaide, but is now making a good recovery. 

We are thankful to have former workers Norm and 
Lola Wall visiting the Territory folk in Adelaide for 
medical treatment. 

Deb McKerrell has had ongoing problems following 
her knee replacement. Please continue to pray for 
a full recovery from infection, and wisdom to know 
God’s plan for them once she has fully recovered. 

Sue Letcher was to have a ‘top up’ of the bone 
marrow transplant at the end of July. Her brother 
who is the donor has been in Europe, but was 
willing to return for the procedure. Please pray that 
the new cells will provide Sue with extra immunity 
and stabilise her blood.

Happy Birthday 

Special birthday greetings are extended to former 
worker Mrs Muriel Bowen who will celebrate her 
99th birthday on 13 August.
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from No Name to a

New Name
1st of June, just one month before his 89th 

birthday, Sam Murray of Cherbourg went 
home to be with His Lord.

He was born on a station near Quilpie in 
Southwest Qld. His mother died after giving birth 
to him. As a baby boy with no name he was 
taken to Brisbane — his sister and brother were 
taken in other directions. He was then taken 
to the community of Cherbourg where he was 
adopted by an old couple and was given his new 
father’s name — Sam Murray.

His new mother was a Christian but she died 
when Sam was only about 6 years old. During 
the next few years young Sam often talked to his 
father about spiritual things from the knowledge 
he was gaining in Sunday school and Christian 
Endeavour. After some years his old father came 
to trust in Christ.

Because his father had to go away for work, Sam 
spent most of his teen years in the government-
run boys’ dormitory. A faithful local Christian 
worker was in charge there. When it was time 
for him to go out to work he was grounded in 
Christian teaching. However he wandered away 
while working as a boundary rider. Years later 
as a married man with a family of his own, Sam 
surrendered his life to Jesus Christ in 1965. 

In the early 1970’s Sam became Christian 
Endeavour leader in the church at Cherbourg, 
and then was encouraged to go further in his 
service. He began to share from the Word in the 
Open Air meetings. 

One day, unknown to Sam, the deacons and 
deaconesses of the church had a meeting. There 
they decided to elect Sam as a deacon. ‘I got the 
shock of my life’, Sam recalled. ‘I had not been 
seeking for it, and I didn’t know anything about it. 
It is just something that the Lord did.’

At times when there was no pastor, Sam was 
elected to lead the church. He was also often 
invited to speak at other churches around the 
district. And when the Queensland Church 
Council was formed, Sam was a founding 
member and served as vice-chairman for a 
number of years. 

He never was concerned about who his blood 
family was until later in life. He said ‘I’ve been 
thinking about it now because my children are 
grown and they could come into contact with my 
original family and not know it. They could marry 
them …’

His story was written and put into the former 
‘Today’ magazine which helped lead to contact 
being made with his family. A photo taken of 
he and his sister showed the strong family 
likeness. There was no bitterness in having been 
separated all the years — some hurt no doubt, 
but no anger or bitterness.  His comment after 
their meeting was, ‘It was really wonderful to 
meet her, but do you know what is even better? 
She is a Christian, so we will share eternity 
together with our Lord!’ Such was the heart and 
focus of the man Sam Murray.

Sam spoke with a quiet gentle voice. But he 
was a good storyteller who had a keen sense of 
humour accompanied by a bright twinkle in his 
eye.

He was at home on a horse or with a guitar in his 
hands. Many people have very fond memories of 
hearing he and his late wife Doris harmonising 
their way through a gospel song as Sam 
strummed his unique style on the guitar.  

Time and age began to take many memories 
from the man affectionately known to so many as 
Uncle Sam. But right to the end he loved joining 
in the singing of Christian songs he loved and 
knew so well. For as long as possible he joined 
the folk for their Open Air meetings held near or 
at the Home where he lived his last years.

He went to Cherbourg as a boy with no name. 
He entered Heaven with his name written in 
the Lamb’s book of life. ‘Well done, good and 
faithful servant’.
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