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Canteen Creek

Baptisms

CAlledHome
Following an operation in Adelaide Gladys Curtis was seemingly making a good 

recovery. One day she spoke with a family member and told them she was 
‘going home’ the next day. They thought she was talking of Tennant Creek which 

was not medically possible. But the Lord had wonderfully made it clear to her that she 
would be going home to heaven, and she did — passing away February 1st. 

She and her husband Sunny were living in Tennant Creek during the ministry of the 
late Nero Timothy and Charlie Main. During this time they became committed followers 
of the Lord and began growing in their Christian lives. They loved taking His message 
to others around the town as well as much further out. 

Gladys was well known for her ability to tell a Bible truth or story with a clear illustration 
from life around them. For many years she taught Sunday school and helped with 
Christian Endeavour. 

She and Sunny with their family of 5 went as missionaries to Elliott in 1981. They were sorely tested on many 
occasions but remained obedient to the Lord’s call. She helped in their regular camp meetings and taught RI 
in the school. Poor health caused their return to Tennant, but a faithful work was done in Elliott during their 
ministry. 

In latter years they moved out to family land which unfortunately kept them away from the church most of the 
time, but fellowship was shared with any who visited them.

by Richard davies

Just when you want the rivers to be full, they aren’t. This has been the driest summer since we moved 
here 8 years ago and three people — Ray Kelly, Evonne Thompson and Lyndon Clegg have been 
asking to be baptised. Finally we borrowed a water container usually used for cattle and had the 

baptisms on Sunday March 3rd. It wasn’t the easiest of operations, but the smiling faces afterwards were 
worth the effort. Please pray that they continue to be witnesses to Jesus’ saving grace.

Over the Easter celebrations we had about 30 people for the Lord’s Supper on Thursday night. Most of the 
church had gone to the Easter Convention so we thought that was a great number gathered for communion! 
The other services on Good Friday and Sunday morning were also well attended. 

Ray Kelly lyndon Cleggevonne Thompson
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Camooweal Bible School 
by Jono Wright

It all started when some people travelled from the Sandover Highway region to Perth to accept an invitation 
from our AEF brothers to attend the Bible college there. What a great opportunity for the guys that were 
able to go! We were really excited about it but started to think about the ones who would love to take up an 

invitation like that but could not due to work or family restraints. 

So the idea of having some Bible college type studies in Camooweal was born. The seed was sown, people 
started to talk about it and ask when it would happen. Not knowing whether or not it would actually happen, 
we planned the Camooweal Bible School for the 8th, 9th & 10th of March.

I had prepared several studies on the Bible itself. I wanted to help people better understand where the Bible 
we have today has come from and how we came to have it in English and some portions in Alyawarr (the 
language many from the area speak).

On Thursday morning the phone call came to say ‘Jono, we coming for that studies today’. As the day wore 
on the clouds got darker and we wondered whether anyone would make it. By the time the storm had struck 
Camooweal several people had made the trip through the weather front and the mud to arrive safely.

As the evening wore on we ended up with seven or so car loads of people camping in the church and yard. 
It was so good to see people that had made the effort to travel and even travelled through the wet roads in 
order to get here for the studies. No one had turned back! Even some of the older ladies were covered in 
mud from pushing vehicles.

The next day a couple more cars arrived and some headed out 
bush to find meat for the evening BBQ together. God provided 
abundantly so after a feed of good fresh bush meat we then sat 
down for a good feed on the Word.

Saturday morning saw us having two studies in the church 
building to escape the sun’s heat. In the evening cool we had a 
study down by the river after another fellowship meal together 
cooked on the fire along the water’s edge. 

Sunday morning we had a worship service in the 
church and the singing really lifted the hearts of the 
local Christians joining in with so many others again. 
We are always praying for the empty seats to be filled 
and for the weekend at least God really did fill them up!

There was some discussion about whether people 
were going to stay Sunday night or not and just when 
it seemed people were staying they were all gone in 
the blink of an eye. It’s amazing how quickly people 
can do something once a decision has been made.

In all we had four lessons and one sermon 
on the background of the Bible. Around 
40 people attended the weekend and all 
were blessed by the messages and the 
fellowship.

Now the pressure is on for another 
Camooweal Bible School weekend — 
planned for the beginning of May. Pray that 
as I give studies on a Bible overview 
type topic that people will get a better 
grasp on Biblical theology.



tells the children and staff 
about the Lord Jesus. He is 
diligent in his attendance and 
all that he does. His life is a 
good example to everyone.

On Australia Day this year 
the town of Tennant Creek 
honoured Jameson for his 
work in the community by 
awarding him the Junior 
Citizenship Award.

This award was presented 
to him at the Australia 
Day breakfast by the 
Shire President in front of 
approximately one hundred 
local people and dignitaries.

It was a special time for a 
faithful member of the AIM 
Community Church.

The award is his second for 
Citizenship. At the end of his 
high school years Jameson was given a Citizenship 
Award for his good life within the school.
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 ModelCitizen
by Ruth Freudigmann

 CommunityHero

Jameson Casson is always willing to talk about 
the Lord Jesus with whoever he meets. Like 
all of us he makes mistakes but is quick to 

confess them to God and say he is sorry if another 
person is involved. Even though he has physical 
struggles, he brings honour and respect to God by 
the way he lives.

He is a junior leader at the church and is faithful in 
his attendance and his work. Every Thursday he 
cleans the church and has been doing so for many 
years. He plays drums at the evening services, 
helps to set up and then put away the equipment, 
leads the service at times and looks after the 
overhead projector.

In the community, he works for two hours every 
afternoon at a centre that minds children after 
school. He does general work about the place and 

The town of Katherine is conducting a 
‘Community Hero’ program where they invite 
nominations for an otherwise hidden quiet 

achiever. Those chosen are featured in the local 
paper. One of those who has been recognised is 
Albert O’Connor. He attends the Katherine AIM 
Church where he is a member of the Church 
Council leadership team and faithfully looks after 
the church property. 

Albert was nominated by work colleagues and 
friends for being hardworking, diligent, very quiet, 
and very caring. He is a gardener and grounds 
keeper at the Kalano Community Association and 
has an extensive traditional knowledge of plants 
native to the area. He has been employed there for 
15 years and rarely misses a day of work. Some 
say Albert has been there so long he is almost a 
part of the furniture! He not only looks after most 
of the gardens, lawns, and oval at Kalano, but 

also does 
gardening 
work at the 
Rockhole and 
Myalli Brumby 
communities in 
the Katherine 
area.

The housing 
and property 
manager 
recognised 
the change in 
Albert as soon 
as he became 
a Christian four 
years ago. He 
noted how he 
immediately 
gave up drinking and smoking which was a real 
outward testimony of the inward change Christ has 
brought. The manager also commented that Albert 
had particularly become a respected member of 
the community in that time. The change in him 
continues to be a wonderful witness for the Lord 
throughout the town.

‘An elder must also have the respect of people who are not in the church so he will 
not be criticised by others and caught in the devil’s trap.’ 1 Timothy 3:7
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SUNSET VIEW FROM THE MISSION 
Welcome Friends & Partners for the new year, 2013. 

As this is the first Update for the new year, we would like to begin with a 
very hearty “thankyou” for your prayers, encouragement, and financial 
support over the past years. This year marks the beginning of our fifth year 
on Palm Island. Your faithfulness in the Lord in standing with us has kept us 
this far. We are grateful for your partnership in the gospel! 

A small change is that instead of receiving updates every two months, we’ve 
decided to add another month. So, it will be every three months, you will 
receive an update of the work on Palm Island. 

 

 

Changes & Challenges on 

Palm Island
by Pastor emmanuel Fave

From the very first day of our arrival as 
missionaries on Palm Island in 2009, we said 
that our role will be to empower and release 

Indigenous workers for the harvest on Palm and 
beyond. 

This year, we believe the timing is right to release 
these leaders for the work of the ministry. The past 
few years have been teaching, equipping, and 
encouraging the key elders and members to do the 
work. We are truly excited about this as we’ve always believed that the Indigenous 
leaders can do the work without relying too much on others. This is a new day 
dawning for Palm. The leaders here should know they can do it!

A committed team of elders headed by Sister Marina Coutts will lead the church, 
while our role will be confined to further training, coaching and mentoring these 
leaders to reach their potential in running the local church. 

Please pray for God’s guidance for Sister 
Marina, Uncle Frank, Elder Iaga and Linda, 
Sister Barbie and Sister Peena Geia as they 
take on greater responsibility of the work. 
Pray for financial breakthrough in the church, 
especially in the area of tithing. 

Sister Peena is still the chairperson of the 
congregation but due to illness, she has been in 
Townsville for dialysis. Continue to remember her 
as she undergoes treatment 3 times a week. Pray 
specifically for a dialysis machine to be available 
on Palm Island. She longs to return home for this 
treatment and she really misses fellowship.

With the blessing of the Queensland Church 
Council, my wife and I are seeking to relocate to Townsville. Please pray that the 
Lord will provide our accommodation needs there. We plan to recommence the 
work in Townsville to cater for the many from Palm who move constantly between 
here and there for various reasons.

Another reason for our relocation is because I have been asked to consider 
taking up a new role as Bible Teacher for the Queensland Church Council. This 
will require us to travel to the various centres to help train and equip leaders and 
members for the work of the ministry and the outreach of the church. Please pray 
with us for clarity and direction in this new role and opportunity. 

Please pray for God’s strength and wisdom in working towards the growth of 
the Indigenous Church on Palm Island.
• Pray that leaders and workers can be identified.
• Pray that the few Christians will make a clear stand for Christ and remain 

faithful.
• Pray for revival and renewal in the church and for spiritual breakthroughs.
• Pray that many will break out from a victim and poverty mindset.
• Pray for the children growing up without any real sense of right and wrong.
• Pray for individuals confused about marriage and family life issues.
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Aboriginal Soldier 
Bill Power 
joined the Army 
in 1951 through 
the National 
Service 2nd 
intake. He then 
joined the No. 
3 Battalion 
of the Royal 
Australian 
Regiment and 
did a qualified 
parachuting 
course. One 
year at an AIM 
conference he 
shared about 
that first jump 
saying, ‘I was 
a black man in 

that aeroplane, but I looked like a white man when I 
hit the ground!’ 

During the years of 1957-59 he saw active service 
in Malaya. One of his responsibilities was to do a 
fortnight patrol tracking Communist terrorists near 
the Thailand border. He was discharged in 1961.

Bill became a born again Christian in 1962. Ever 
since that time he has been actively serving His 
Lord in many and varied positions in Church life. 
Many of those years and positions of service have 
been with AIM. 

We thank God for Bill and congratulate him as 
he celebrates his 80th birthday June 25th. 

More Milestone Birthdays 
Congratulations and best wishes are extended to 
Jenny Benson who celebrated her 80th birthday on 
April 6th. Jenny served the Lord in Tennant Creek 
in the 1980’s, then in Alice Springs before returning 
to Sydney to care for her aged parents.

Jocelyn Bridges (nee Gadd) had a short time in 
Woorabinda before being sent to Retta Dixon 
Children’s Home when she joined AIM in 1952. 
After her marriage to John they served together in 
Newcastle Waters, Cherbourg and Katherine. We 
extend our congratulations and best wishes to her 
as she celebrates her 90th birthday May 24th. 

Newspots
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Health 
With some bad days still among the good ones, 
Cliff and Sue Letcher felt blessed to be able to 
join their church family for 2 services over Easter. 
Tiredness still plagues them so please pray for 
renewed strength for them both through their 
continuing roller coaster ordeal concerning 
Sue’s health. 

Some medications have been lowered as far as 
possible because of concern about their effect 
on her kidney function. Her blood counts have 
been low but acceptable until recent weeks when 
there was a sudden drop. This leaves her with 
no immunity against the flu or any other ‘bugs’ 
around. It is a very vulnerable position as winter 
approaches. They value your prayer support on this 
particular issue.   

Former AIM President Howard Miles underwent 
quadruple bypass surgery on 4th February. We 
give thanks to God that he was able to return to his 
home on 13th February and continues to enjoy a 
good recovery.

After several delays, Deb McKerrell finally 
underwent her second knee surgery on 18th 
March. The last report was that the recovery 
and healing of the wound was slow, with a return 
to hospital in early April. Pray for the lord’s 
healing and guidance as they hope to begin 
their children’s ministry in several NT centres 
beginning in June. 

Walgett 
Ike and Ilene Gordon were formally set aside for 
the work at Walgett at a special service in April. 
Pray that hearts in this area will be willing to 
respond to God and His Word. 

Alice Springs 
As of the Easter weekend the Presbyterian Inland 
Mission (PIM) began using the AIM building in Alice 
Springs. PIM workers Jenny and Keith Bell have 
moved in to the manse and will share the building 
with AIM in church ministries.



Birth 
Congratulations to Paul and Erin Strahan of Moree 
NSW on the arrival of their 5th child. Shauneisha 
Tiffany safely joined the family in March. 

death 
Sympathy is extended to Lucy (and Bob) Quinn 
and family on the passing of her mother just prior to 
Christmas. Pray that lucy will have her strength 
renewed after supporting her mother through 
her time of suffering, and now adjusting to life 
without her. 

elliott 
Raymond and Thelma Dixon (pictured with their 
granddaughter) spent the Christmas holiday period 
in his home area of Elliott. During that time they 

Tee Update 
from Bob Quinn

The Theological Education by Extension (TEE) appears to be slow in being adopted by Indigenous churches 
so some reassessment is being done. I am currently majoring on surveying some of the NSW churches so 
the program can be tailored to ‘scratch where they are itching’. A written survey was attempted a few years 
ago with negligible return of survey forms so now I am visiting the various centres to talk with church and 
community leaders to assess the needs.

As a result, the months of February and 
March involved trips away for me to meet 
with folk and network as a precursor to 
more in-depth visits later on. It was good to 
catch up with leaders at Dubbo, Gilgandra 
and Moree and encouraging hearing how 
God is moving in their churches, to realise 
their challenges, and build each other up 
through prayer. 

A longer visit was made to Dubbo in early 
April and one is planned for Gilgandra in 
July. Pray that such visits will be worthwhile 
times of sitting with people and learning of 
their needs while encouraging them in their 
faith. 

The trip to Eden was focusing more 
on fellowship and fishing at the annual 
Aboriginal men’s fishing weekend. In 
most respects the fellowship was more 
productive than the fishing! I hope to meet 
with the churches in Eden and Albury later 
in the year. 

Over Easter I led some workshops for the 
young adults at the annual Convention at 
Bimbadeen (Cootamundra) where I had the 
opportunity to speak on ‘God’s Big Story’ — 
an overview of the Bible. Please pray that 
the young adults will be faithful in their 
leadership and outreach.

felt led of the Lord to stay and serve Him there 
again. They have moved back to Marlinja — just 
north of Elliott and Raymond has already found 
employment. Pray that good fellowship and 
mutual encouragement will be shared with 
Harold and Kaye Dalywater.

Cootamundra 

Dubbo  
 

 Gilgandra

 Walgett  Moree

Eden 
 

  Sydney
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New South Wales



T 
he Rockhampton AIM Church suffered a great 
loss on 19 February when Irene (Fisher) Currie 

went home to the Lord whom she loved and served. 

Irene was born in Gayndah and spent a lot of her 
childhood in Eidsvold Q. It was here that she first 
attended church with her grandfather at a monthly 
service. AIM missionaries (Mr and Mrs Wilson) 
moved into town when she was about 9 and she 
began to really understand about Jesus and what He 
did for us. 

When she reached working age she was sent to 
the outback town of Winton. Here as in the other 
places she worked she found a church to attend. 
She couldn’t point to a specific date when she made 
a commitment, but it was when living in Woorabinda after her marriage that Irene began trusting Christ in a 
personal way and really got close to Him. As she said, ‘I began to lean on the Lord more. The closer I got 
to Him, the more content I was. My situation didn’t really improve that much, but regardless of the situation I 
was in at the time, I still had peace in my heart.’

The large Fisher family moved into Rockhampton for schooling — and the good friend she had made out in 
Woorabinda, the late Winnie Munns, lived right next door! It was a wonderful provision for these 2 Christian 
sisters. They gave each other a lot of support and encouragement — not to mention laughter!

When the Rockhampton AIM Church began in the early 1970’s, Irene was a foundation member. She 
became fully involved in the ministry of the church — from driving the bus, to teaching Sunday school, 
hospital visitation (both of which she did for over 30 years), home visitation, leading and speaking at the 
services and running cottage meetings — sometimes twice a week. She and Winnie took God’s Word to 
places like Duaringa, Dingo, Mt Morgan, and even out to Emerald. For several years Irene did a twice weekly 
Gospel music program on the radio. 

In 1990 she and Nellie O’Chin felt the Lord leading them to serve in Woorabinda. They committed to go for 6 
months and stayed there in ministry for 3 years.

A foundation member of the Queensland Church Council, Irene served as their secretary for over 20 years 
and was a member of their annual Ladies Convention. ‘Aunty Irene’ as she was affectionately known, was an 
elder and mentor to the younger women and a great prayer support for the speakers and all who attended 
the conventions. 

She will be warmly remembered for the laughter, fun and rich fellowship she brought to any gathering, 
including the many AIM conferences she attended. We thank God for Irene, her fellowship and faithful 
service. May we be encouraged and challenged by her words of testimony:

‘I give thanks and praise to God for where He has brought me from. After a happy childhood, life seemed to 
bring me more downs than ups. But the Lord has brought me through all of these things.

I have learned over the years that the Bible has an answer for every situation. The Lord has been my best 
friend. Yes, He has been my best friend since I first met Him and I’d recommend Him to everyone!’

With 
Christ
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Partnership Support With 
Australian Indigenous Ministries

Name:....................................................................

Address:.................................................................

......................................................... P/C................

Phone:....................................................................

I would like to join in 
partnership with AIM through:

 Prayer support by getting monthly topics.

 By Email at:...................................................... 

..........................................................................

 Subscribing to AIM magazine: $10 per annum.

 Making a one-off gift for AIM ministry.

 Giving regular financial support to AIM for 
provision of Gospel ministry to Indigenous 
Australians. 

 I would like to arrange for direct deposit 
of my support. Please contact me with 
details. 

 Giving regular financial support to a 
missionary by joining their support team

 Missionary’s Name:.........................................
  Monthly 

 Quarterly 
 Yearly

 Amount: $.......................

 Setting aside part of my estate as a legacy 
for the ministry of AIM. Please contact me.

 Please find my cheque or money order.

OR

 Please charge my credit card:
 Visa  Mastercard

Card Number: 

Expiry Date:........ / ........

Name on Card:......................................................

Signature:..............................................................

Please Post to: 
PO Box 126 
Taree NSW 2430
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 Trevor (and Pamela) Leggott
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 Jenni (and Robert) Alley

Field director:  
 Cliff (and Sue) Letcher 
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 Stephen (and Fiona) Bignall
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 Phone: 02 4754 3833 
 Email: aim@aimpa.com 
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this quarterly magazine.


